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belying yourself, to have the strength to moderate and restrain that vein of talk and conversation of which you have given yourself the supremacy and monopoly; I wish you had the generosity to show, now and again, less wit. This sort of regime and abstinence would not destroy you off-hand, and the worst that could result to you from it, would be to pass in his eyes for a woman of a variable and intermittent wit ; what a great calamity 1 "
" Ah, madam, what is it you suggest ! " the lady-in-waiting replied to me, almost taking offence. " I have never been eccentric or singular with anyone in the world, and you want me to begin with my King! It cannot be, I assure you! Suggest to me reasonable and possible things, and I will enter into all your views with all my heart and without hesitation.1'
This reply shocked me to the point of irritation.
"I believed you long to be a simple and disinterested soul/' I said to her, " and it was in this belief that I gave you my cordial affection. Now I read your heart, and all your projects are revealed to me. You are not only greedy of respect and consideration, you are ambitious to the point ofrisk of somewhatmy dear Marquise ? "  I  said at  once to Madame
